" #$5$% o8&




+ Published monthly

Editor(s): Rev. Nikolaos Tambakis

PARISH PRIEST: Rev. Fr. Nikolaos Tambakis
106 Essex Court, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 7N6
(807) 344-9522 office
(807) 472-1341 cellular
(807) 344-9522 fax

email: ntambakis@hotmail.com
website www.gothunderbay.com

HELLENIC COMMUNITY OF THUNDER BAY

PRESIDENT Harry Tsekouras
305 James Street N., Thunder Bay, Ontario, PYC 4
(807) 475-0675 home

VICE PRESIDENT Nick Milionis
146 Albany Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 675
(807) 345-1572 home

SECRETARY Harry Glymitsas
220 Angus Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 2Y4
(807) 345-1872 home

CO-TREASURER Tom Marinis
358 Lark Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7B 1P5
(807) 346-4006 home

CO-TREASURER Peter Koukos
416 Shuniah Street, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P78 3A
(807) 344-6335 home

RELIGIOUS AND LEGAL AUTHORITIES

HiS EMINENCEMETROPOLITANSOTIRIOS (416) 429-5757
GREEKORTHODOXMETROPOLIS IFTORONTO(CANADA) Fax:(416) 429-4588

1 PATRIARCHBARTHOLOMEWWAY (86 OVERLEABOULEVARD email:greekomt@on.aibn.co
TORONTQ ONTARIOM4H 1C6 www.gocanada.org

EMBASSY OKGREECE (613) 238-6271

80 MACLARENSTREET Fax:(613) 238-5676
OTTAWA ONTARIOK2P 0K6 www.greekembassy.ca

CONSULATEGENERAL OFGREECE (416) 515-0133

365 B.OORSTREETE, SUITE 1800 Fax: (416) 515-0209
TORONTQ ONTARIOM4W 3L4 www.grconsulate.com

GREEK TOURISTOFFICE (TORONTQ (416) 968-2220

1300 B\YSTREET Faxi(416) 968-6533
TORONTQ ONTARIOM5R 3K8 emaifirnto.tor@sympatico.ca




Theophany is the Feast which reveals the
Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism ofet
Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). Gdukt
Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son
baptized by the St John the Forerunner, and thg
Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of a d
From ancient times this Feast was called the Da
[llumination and the Feast of Lights, since GodLight
and has appeared to illumine "those who sat
darkness," and "in the region of the shadow of lde
(Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind
grace. In the ancient Church it was the custonafuiibe
catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so thdisBaalso is revealed as the spirit
illumination of mankind.

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back pmsfolic times, and it i
mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions (Book Vi1Brom the second century we ha
the testimony of St Clement of Alexandria concegriine celebration of the Baptism of t
Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast.

There is a third century dialogue about the sesv/foe Theophany between the holy ma
Hippolytus and St Gregory the Wonderworker. Infibleowing centuries, from the fourth t
ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Chur@regory the Theologian, Jo
Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus,mented on the Feast of Theopha

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzammposed much liturgica
music for this Feast, which is sung at Orthodoxises even today. St John of Damas
said that the Lord was baptized, not because Hesélfrhad need for cleansing, but "to b
human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to revetlle mystery of the Holy Trinity, an
finally, to sanctify "the nature of water" and tfhes us the form and example of Baptism.

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy €hyroclaims our faith in the mo
sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intelle€ one God in three Persons.
teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinstye in Essence and Indivisible. It expos
and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings¢hvhitempted to explain the Creator of
world by reason, and in human terms.

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for et in Christ, and it inspires
with a sense of deep gratitude for the illuminataod purification of our sinful nature. T
Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing §ia is possible only by the power of t
grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necesdarpreserve worthily these gifts of the gre
of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless géwb,’As many as have been baptized i
Christ, have put on Christ" (Gal 3:27).

On the day of Theophany, all foods pezmitted, even if the Feast falls on

Wed n eSd a.y O r Frld a.y http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsLife.asp?FSID=10060
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TUESDAY +CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD. sr. BasiL THE GREAT.
ORTHRO:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT10:15AM

SATURDAY +EVE OF THEOPHANY . STS. THEOPEMPTUS ANDTHEONAS.
VESPER®:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT9:45AM AND
THE SERVICE OF THEBLESSING OF THBNVATERS ATEPIPHANY.

+HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY OFST. BASIL THEGREAT10:15AM AND
THE SERVICE OF THEBLESSING OF THRNVATERS ATEPIPHANY.

M ONDAY +SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST. sunpav AFTER THEOPHANY .
ORTHR0O:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM

SUNDAY +SUNDAY OF THE 10 LEPERS Srs. HERMYLUS & STRATONIKUS
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30AM.

WEDNESDAY (EVENING ) +S. ANTHONY THE GREAT. ST. GREGORY OFIOANNINA.
VESPERY :00PM, DIVINE LITURGY7:30PM.

SUNDAY +12" SUNDAY OF LUKE. Sr. EFTHIMIUS THE GREAT.
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM.

SUNDAY + 14H SUNDAY OF LUKE. Transrer oF THERELICS OFST. JoHN CHRYSOSTOM
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:30aM.

\WEDNESDAY +THE THREE HIERARCHS.
Srs BASIL THEGREAT, GREGORY THETHEOLOGIAN ANDJOHN CHRYSOSTOM
ORTHRO:00aM, DIVINE LITURGY10:15aM

RTHODOX BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Orthodox Bible Study Series is a new program tt Fr. Nikolaos is currently
designing for us to better understand the Word of &d and incorporate it into our
daily lives, so we can come closer to Him. We arercently focusing on the Book of

Matthew.

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwasndicated)
6:30pm — 7:30pm

Tuesday, January &
Tuesday, January 22°
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Congratulations to the Sunday School children fdrdir spectacular performance! Special thanK
as well to Diane, Maria, Angie, Christine and albse who donated their time and love for our chitair!
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The Three Hierarchs are known as the Fathers of Ohodox Education and Literacy. They
were St. Basil The Great (left), St. Gregory of Namanzus (the Theologian, right) and St. Joh
Chrysostom (centre).

They all helped to strengthen Christianity by promding the teaching of love. From around the
year 1100, the 30th January was celebrated as a d&yr Greek and Christian education, writings and
teaching.

They lived in Byzantium, and were great teachers othe Holy Word and great philosophers.
They fought the opponents of the day and won. St.&Bil created the first Philanthropic Society. They
Built orphanages for abandoned children. They looke after widows and the poor. They built old
peoples homes. They looked after and helped the imponed. They created a fund to buy back the
freedom of prisoners. They built hospitals and sartaaries for lepers. They believed that the Church's
wealth should be used for the benefit of the poorra those in need. St. John built hospitals i
Constantinople. St. Gregory left all his money tohe Church in Nanzianzus for the benefit of the poar

St. John Chrysostom said that if you had nothing y@ were not poor. You were poor if you
desired much. You were not rich if you had a lot. ¥u were rich if you desired nothing. St. Basil
believed that if you gained something through a badleed, you had married unhappiness. The
believed that God had made the soul for work and tt all occupations should be respected. St. Joh
believed that money was good if it was used to ssfly the hunger of your fellow man. Kindness and
generosity was the heart of their teaching. To showindness to your fellow man was greater tha
fasting and prayers and gifts to Churches and othesuch deeds.

We celebrate their day collectively on 30 Januaryaeh year, but each has their own individual
day on which we celebrate their life and works. StBasil has his day on January 1st, St. Gregory o
January 25th and St. John on January 27th.




THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES

Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews
Sermon drawn from the essay "The DeceitfulnesscbeR" by Fr. Anthony Coniaris.

Anthony DeMello tells the story of "The Contentedhierman”: A rich industrialist was horrified todi a
fisherman lying lazily beside his boat smoking @aepi"Why aren't you fishing?" said the industriali
"Because | have caught enough fish for the dayd e fisherman. "Why don't you catch more than
need?" said the industrialist. "What would | dolwihem?" asked the fisherman. "You could earn
money," was the reply. "With that you could havwaator fixed to your boat. Then you could go intepler
waters and catch more fish. Then you would makeigima@o buy nylon nets. These would bring you m
fish and more money. Soon you would have enoughemtmown two boats, maybe even a fleet of bo
The you would be a rich man like me." "What wouldd then?" asked the fisherman. "Then you could
down and enjoy life,” said the industrialist. "Whdat you think 1 am doing right now?" said the conésl
fisherman This is My Beloved Son- Listen to Hiwol.2; 1988 by A. Coniaris, p.67.)

This story demonstrates the deceitfulness of ricidee rich industrialist assumes that because
fisherman is not working, that he is poor and umyapie also believes that accumulating more weailih
lead to happiness. However, one child of a riclustdalist tells a different story. Christina Onassnce
said, "Happiness does not depend on money. Oulyfamihe best proof of that" (Coniaris, p.68). T
industrialist, blinded by his own greed, thinks fieherman is lazy, not working hard enough. Trame
love for wealth and money is what blinds the ricamin today's gospel reading from the 5th Sunda
Luke 16:19-31. It's as if he cannot see Lazaros whaying down right at his own front door. Howted do
we, when seeing a poor person, immediately thinkay;, "he/she just needs to get a job and work'fa
It's a lot easier to think or say such a thing ttareach out and help someone. The depth of dhemnan's
blindness is further demonstrated by the fact ttearos, whose name ironically means "one wh
helped", is not just poor but he is also sick veitihes and hungry.

Perhaps the most devastating deceit of all is tichaes blind us to the presence of God and our

dependence on Him for eternal life. Wealth in caristy provides increasing physical comforts likbig
home, a fancy car, a soft bed, good medical ca@jcevacations to far-away places, just to nanfeva
examples. As we gain more money, we often stept tghto the next level of comfort and prestige
whatever we possess. With these increasing comfehis needs God? | have everything | want and tif ng
just work harder and buy it. A Hasidic story denteoeates this dynamic effectively: "How easy it ig
poor man to depend on God! What else has he tondep®? And how hard it is for a rich man to depeno
God! All his possessions call out to him, 'Dependus!™ (Coniaris, p.68).

The vanity of riches should be obvious. Its omngpae is limited. Money can buy medicine but notithe
a house but not a home, companionship but notdsieantertainment but not happiness, food but no
appetite, a bed but not sleep, a crucifix or amibot not a Savior, the good life but not eterntd

(Coniaris, p.70). Jesus repeatedly warns us abeutlanger of relying too much on our own wealthhsas
in the coming parables of the rich man who buildgyér barns (Luke 12:16-21) and the rich youngtrr
(Luke 18:18-27). St. Paul repeats this warning tmothy, "But those who want to get rich fall in
temptation and are caught in the trap of many $bodéind harmful desires, which pull them down to and
destruction. For the love of money is a sourcdldfiads of evil' (1 Timothy 6:9-10) (Coniaris, LY.

However, our relationship with our wealth can radlic change if we understand that God is the righ
owner. He entrusts it to us so we can use it sSipallif to help spread the Good News of Jesus Christ
build His Kingdom on earth. If the rich man viewleid wealth in this way, he would have seen Lazato
the gate as a God-given opportunity to share Dilawe. To help us understand how we relate to \e3
we need a "Money Check-Up." J.H.Jowett said, "Té@ measure of our worth is how much we would
worth if we lost all our money" (Coniaris, p.71).
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The stewardship campaigns that are going on in gtagiches at this time of year are like ‘healthict on
wealth' or 'money wellness seminars.' They prouslavith another God-given opportunity to improve (
vision to see the needs of others. They prompbukibk about our relationship with our possessigs
we walk through the Royal Gates into the Narthex approach the Holy Gate of Sanctuary, will we c®
the poor, sick and hungry people? Will we see #eds of our community and what is required to bba
our temple and maintain our facilities? Most impatty, will we see the absolute necessity for angh to
continue being a beacon of light and hope for thvase are in darkness and despair?

God places the poor and suffering in our midst yod&ey surround us. They need not only food bitlhfa
they need not only cash but caring; they need niyt medicine but love. For the sake of the Kingddaon,
our salvation as well as theirs, may we alwaysasgkenever neglect the many Lazaroses at our gataid
conclude with the words of St. Paul to Timothy, "fes the rich in this world, charge them not to
haughty, nor to set their hopes on uncertain ridghéson God who richly furnishes us with everythiiog
enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good deéderal and generous, thus laying up for theweseh
good foundation for the future, so that they maethold of the life which is life indeed” (1 Timaotié:17-
19) (Coniaris, p.72). Amen!

Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews is the pastoSof George Greek Orthodox ChurichSt. Paul, Minnesota
Fr. Andrews is the past presidentMinnesota Eastern Orthodox Christian Clergy Assticia(MEOCCA),
and a volunteer chaplain with the St. Paul PolicgpBrtment.
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD - FILIATRA, GREECE — This photo was taken during thg
Resurrection Service on Pascha, 2007. The priesines out into the courtyard and is surrounded |

fireworks.




