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Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy 

Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord 
(Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father 
spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized 
by the St John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. From 
ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination 
and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has 
appeared to illumine "those who sat in darkness," and "in 
the region of the shadow of death" (Mt.4:16), and to save 
the fallen race of mankind by grace. In the ancient Church 

it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also 
is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is 
mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have 
the testimony of St Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast.  
There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr 
Hippolytus and St Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to 
ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John 
Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany.  

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical 
music for this Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even today. St John of Damascus 
said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but "to bury 
human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and 
finally, to sanctify "the nature of water" and to offer us the form and example of Baptism.  

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the 
most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It 
teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Indivisible. It exposes 
and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings, which attempted to explain the Creator of the 
world by reason, and in human terms.  

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us 
with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The 
Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace 
of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for "As many as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ" (Gal 3:27).  
            On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a 
Wednesday or Friday.                                                                         http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsLife.asp?FSID=100106�
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Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Thunder Bay 
 
Membership By-law 
 
General 
1.0 This by-law comes into effect on January 1, 200 9 as approved at the Annual General Assembly held o n 
November 9, 2008. 
 
1.1 Membership is one the main sources of income fo r the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.  Your mem bership 
maintains the operation of the Church on a weekly b asis.  You can pay your membership fees by cash or cheque every 
Sunday following the Divine Liturgy. All membership  fees are tax deductible. 
 
Definitions 
2.0 Member in Good Standing: 
A member in good standing has in the past 3 years, paid their membership dues for 2 consecutive years.    
 
2.1 New Member in Good Standing: 
A new member is one who is joining our Parish for t he first time.  A new member in good standing has p aid their 
membership dues in the current year and preceding y ear. 
 
2.2 Non-Member 
Non-members may attend the Annual General Assembly but are not able to participate or vote on any matt er.  When a 
non-member requires the use of the Church for a Sac rament, please refer to the appropriate application  for financial 
obligations.  Use of the Church Hall is $400 per ev ent and subject to approval by the Board of Directo rs. 
 
Categories 
3.0 Regular Member 
$200 per person 
Regular members may  
 - attend, participate and vote at the Annual Gener al Assembly 
 - serve as a member on all committees and hold ele cted office on the Board of Directors. 
 - participate and perform in holy sacraments 
 - reduced rate for hall rental 
 
4.0 Enhanced Member 
Additional $360 per person includes all the benefit s of a Regular Membership PLUS  
 - use of candles 
 - pass on collection tray 
 - various payment plans available 
 - one free use of the community hall per year.  Ea ch additional use at regular member rate 
 
5.0 Student Member 
$75 per person 
18 and over and in full time attendance at school 
Student members may  
 - attend, participate and vote at the Annual Genera l Assembly 
 - serve as a member on all committees and hold ele cted office on the Board of Directors. 
 - participate and perform in Holy Sacraments. 
 
6.0 Associate Member 
$100 per person 
A non-orthodox spouse of a member in good standing.   Associate Members may join committees, attend and  partake in 
discussions at the Annual General Meeting but canno t:  
 - hold elected office 
 - vote at the Annual General Meeting 
 - partake in Holy Sacraments. 

�
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����� !��"#��$%$&����'%$�������� !��"#��$%$&����'%$�������� !��"#��$%$&����'%$�������� !��"#��$%$&����'%$���  

()*+),-�()*+),-�()*+),-�()*+),-� 2009 
����

THURSDAY  1 +CIRCUMCISION  OF OUR LORD.  ST. BASIL THE GREAT .   

    ORTHROS 9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 10:15AM 
SUNDAY   4 +SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY.  SYNAXIS OF THE 70 APOSTLES.  

    ORTHROS 9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 10:15AM 
MONDAY   5 +EVE OF THEOPHANY . STS. THEOPEMPTUS AND THEONAS.  
    VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 9:15AM 
     AND THE SERVICE OF THE BLESSING OF THE WATERS AT EPIPHANY. 
TUESDAY  6 +HOLY  THEOPHANY  OF OUR LORD.      
    ORTHROS 9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT 10:15AM AND  

THE SERVICE OF THE BLESSING OF THE WATERS AT EPIPHANY. 
WEDNESDAY 7 +SYNAXIS OF ST. JOHN THE  BAPTIST.   

� � � � ORTHROS 9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM  
 

SUNDAY   11 +SUNDAY AFTER  THEOPHANY.  ST. THEODOSIUS THE CENOBIARCH. 
� � � � ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

SATURDAY   17 +ST. ANTHONY THE GREAT . ST. GREGORY OF IOANNINA. 
    ORTHROS 9:15AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM 
 

SUNDAY   18 +12TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE.  STS. ATHANASIUS &  CYRIL. 

� � � � ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

SUNDAY   25 +15TH
 SUNDAY OF LUKE.  ST. GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN. 

� � � � ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:30AM. 
 

FRIDAY   30 +THE THREE HIERARCHS . 
STS. BASIL THE GREAT, GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN AND JOHN CHRYSOSTOM. 

    ORTHROS 9:00AM, DIVINE LITURGY 10:15AM 
 
 
 

� RTHODOX STUDY SERIES 
 

The Orthodox Study Series is a program that Fr. Nikolaos is currently designing for us 
to better understand the Word of God in Orthodoxy and incorporate it into our daily 

lives, so we can come closer to Him. 
 

Every second Tuesday in the Church (unless otherwise indicated) 6:30pm – 7:30pm 
 

Tuesday, January 13 
Tuesday January 27 
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ORTHODOXY AROUND THE WORLD – RUSSIA - Russia's chief mufti, or Islamic religious leader, 

Talgan Tadzhuddin, prays near a casket with late Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexy's body, foreground, 
placed for public viewing in Moscow's Christ the Savior Cathedral, Sunday, Dec. 7, 2008. Alexy II, who 
died at age 79, led the church for 18 years, from the last year of the officially atheistic Soviet Union through 
a massive revival that saw it become the world's largest Orthodox Church. Patriarch Alexy's body was 
taken to the huge Christ the Savior Cathedral for three days of public viewing and the funeral. 
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